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A BILL FOR

An Act requiring additional workers®™ compensation _payments for
scheduled injuries that result in a reduction in the injured
employee®s earning capacity.

BE 1T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF I0WA:
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Section 1. Section 85.34, subsection 2, Code 2007, is
amended by adding the following new paragraph:

NEW PARAGRAPH. w. If an emplogee sustains an injury
described in ?aragraphs "a" throu "t and is unable to
return to employment providing substantially similar earnings
to the earnings provided in the employment in which the
employee was engaged at the time of the injury, compensation
shall be paid during the number of weeks in relation to five
hundred weeks as the reduction in the employee®s earning
capacity bears in relation to the earning capacity that the
employee possessed when the injury occurred. |1f the employee
is permanently and totally disabled as a result of such an
injury the employee may be entitled to benefits under

subsection 3.
i ) EXPLANATION )

This bill amends Code section 85.34 to provide that for
purposes of workers®™ compensation, an employee who sustains a
scheduled injury and is unable to return to employment
providing substantially similar earnings to that of the
preinjury_employment earning capacity shall be paid
comEensatlon during the number of weeks in relation to 500
weeks as the reduction in the employee®s earning capacity
caused by the disability bears in relation to the earning
capacity that the employee possessed when the injury occurred.
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